Update on Free Meals
September 3, 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians
At 4:26 pm August 31, 2020, the Black River Falls School District received knowledge that USDA provided
an extension of the summer food service program. All waivers were extended through December 31,
2020. This would provide FREE MEALS to all children in our community who are 18 years old or younger.
Schools have a choice to participate in this program or not. The Black River Falls Nutrition Team has
signed a contract to provide this benefit to our families in Jackson County. USDA has made it clear that
the USDA Food and Nutrition Services reserves the right to withdraw any or all of these waivers subject
to available funding. This would result in the Black River Falls returning meals to a paid or benefit eligible
meal at that time. All meals are intended for children that are attending school virtually and for children
in the community that do not otherwise have access to breakfast or lunch provided by schools or day
cares.
Students that bring a cold lunch and would like to purchase a beverage or would like to have an
additional beverage throughout the day will be charged $0.50 for their purchase. USDA only allows FREE
BREAKFAST and LUNCH when a reimbursable meal is accepted. Students must take the complete meal
or a charge will be made to your family account.
Face to Face Student Breakfast, All meals are provided in the classroom. Lunch, All meals are provided
in the cafeteria.
Fully Virtual Students, if you are interested in free meals through the school, you will need to fill out the
google document on the school website. Once you have signed up, you will be provided with a bag
containing breakfast and lunch for each day of the following week, up to 5 days. You will be able to pick
up these meals on Wednesday at the high school from 4:00-6:00pm. Once signed up, only contact us if
you no longer request services. You will pull up to the loading area and provide the staff with the
number of child meal(s) you are picking up for. (FNS is continuing to wave requirements allowing
parents/guardians to pick up meals and bring them home to their children) The nutrition team will hand
you the bags and you will place in your car.
For children in the community 18 years old or younger, Please contact Joleen Gilbertson at 715-2844357 ext 1102 and provide her with the requested number of meals you will be needing. The meal pick

up and procedures will be the same as for virtual students.
The dates of weekly pickups are as follows:
September 16, 23, 30
October 7, 14, 21, 28
November 4, 11, 18
Dec 2, 9, 16
No meals will be provided for November 24-27th or December 23-31, or for dates that school is not
scheduled to be in session or cancelled for inclement weather. Notifications will be provided if changes
to the schedule are made via school messenger. The nutrition team reserves the right to make
adjustments to the program or schedule as they see fit to the benefit of the program for all that
participate. More communication will be provided regarding programs available in January. If you have
any additional questions, comments or concerns, please contact Connie Seiber Nutrition Services
Supervisor at 715-284-4357 ext 1209
Sincerely,

Connie M Seiber DTR CD
Nutrition Service Supervisor
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local)
where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities
may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program
information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1)
mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2)

fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3)

email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

